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Devotions for the  

Congregational Annual Meeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

The earth is the Lordôs and all that is in it, the world 

and those who live in it. (Psalm 24:1) 

 

God is able to provide you with every blessing in 

abundance, that by always having enough of 

everything, you may share abundantly in every 

good work. (2 Corinthians 9:8) 

Gracious God, you are the source of all that is.  

We lift our praise to you with all we have.  

 

You have breathed into us the very breath of life.  

We give thanks to you with every breath we take.  

 

You have given us the earth, which nourishes and 

sustains us.  

With your people through the ages, we give to you 

first.  

 

You have blessed us with loving and nurturing 

relationships.  

We share your love in our families and in our 

communities.  

You have gifted us with all of our days.  

We bring those days to you, committed to your 

service. 

 

You have endowed us with skills and daily work.  

We bring to you the fruits of our labors, 

dedicating them to your work.  

 

You have entrusted each of us with gifts for work in 

your kingdom.  

We commit these gifts to you. Help each one of us 

to see more clearly the variety of our gifts.  

 

You have redeemed us through your Son. We live 

our days in thanks for this greatest of all gifts.  

 

We give thee but thine own, whateôer the gift may be;  

All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, 

from thee.  

 

God of goodness and abundance, we thank you for all 

that you have entrusted to us. Through your Holy 

Spirit, transform us into stewards who care for all that 

you have placed in our keeping.  

 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: Let us Talents and Tongues Employ 

Verse 1. Let us talents and tongues employ, 

reaching out with a shout of joy; bread is 

broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken 

and seen and heard. 

Verse 2. Christ is able to make us one, at 

the table he sets the tone, teaching people 

to live to bless, love in word and in deed 

express.  

Verse 3. Jesus calls us in, sends us out 

bearing fruit in a world of doubt, gives us 

love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) 

evôrywhere!  

Refrain: Jesus lives again, earth can breathe 

again, pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1946, 

1952, 1971 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

Churches of Christ in the USA and used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Words in hymn: Fred Kahn; Music: Doreen Potter; Words & Music © 1975 Hope 

Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Messages from the Pastoral Staff 

2007 Annual Report of Pastor Steven J. Berkeland 

ñéas for me and my household, we will serve the 

Lord.ò (Joshua 24:15b) 

2008 is a year of decision. 

Throughout 2007, many politicians tried to convince the 

American citizens that they could be entrusted with the office 

of President.  With evidence of their past work and promises 

of their future efforts, each one made the case for 

him/herself.  This year, the country will make the decision 

about who will be the one to lead us. 

Throughout the wandering in the wilderness, God tried to 

persuade the Israelites that He was worthy to be trusted with 

their lives.  God reminded them of blessings from the past 

and spoke of love for the future.  By declaring his intent to be 

faithful to the One who had been faithful to him, Joshua 

made the decision about who would lead him and his 

people. 

Throughout our days, this same Faithful One desires our 

trust and devotion.  At Grace, we can look back upon 2007 

and see Godôs presence with us in so many ways- dedicated 

members, talented staff, beautiful facilities, meaningful 

worship, empowered service, mission-minded outreach, 

delightful fellowship, serious discipleship.  We can be just 

as certain that the Lord will lead us in our endeavors of the 

future, bringing us into even greater works, if we commit to 

óWalk in Faith, with Graceô.  God is counting on us to 

make a decision about who we will follow- and how.  

I want to thank all who make up this community of faith- you 

have made Grace a place I am proud to call home.  I want to 

thank all who took on leadership roles over this past year- 

you accomplished some very good, and often difficult, work.  

I want to thank my co-workers and colleagues- you delight 

and inspire me.  But most of all, I want to thank God- for 

strength to do His will and for forgiveness when I miss the 

mark.   

So now, 2008 is a year of decision.  Let us declare- and live 

out- with the confidence of Joshua: ñas for me and my 

household (of faith), we will serve the Lord!ò 

Godôs peace be with you all!       

 Pastor Steve 

 

 

2007 Annual Report of Pastor Terry A. Brandt 

ñThe believers studied what the apostles taught.  They 
shared life together.  They broke bread and ate together.  
And they prayed.  Everyone felt that God was near.  The 
Apostles did many wonders and miraculous signs.ò 
(Acts2:42-43) 

The danger of a Pastorôs Report is that it can sound so neat 
and tidy.  It can appear to be an error free, typo-less report; 
therefore, I am thankful that we at Grace do not measure our 
work in numbers and I am thankful that the pastorsô annual 
report does not require us to focus on such.  I am thankful 
because many times, as they relate to ministry, ñnumbersò 
become too neat, too error-free to be accurate.   

What do I mean by that?  Well, the pastorsô reports certainly 
could list what we have done, how many we are, how old we 
are, and what we hope to do and still say very little about 
who we have been, who we are, and who we hope to 
become.  You see, we arenôt neat and tidy.  We are a 
diverse gathering of the faithful in all different levels of 
development.  We are the new, the old, the tired and the 
refreshed.  We are seekers and finders.  We are excited, 
relaxed, uneasy and at home in our faith.  We are a people 
of faith whose faith cannot be reported on a well drafted 
page.  Real faith, working faith, never has been and never 
will be so easily reported.  And yet, it is our faith that really 
matters. 

So, I report only on what we all know is truly important.  
Each week, in 2007, we chose to be together to explore, to 
rest, to invigorate, to expand and perhaps to bask in our 
faith.  Some of us came to work tirelessly for the church and 
others came here already tired from endless work.  Some 
brought children, some brought parents.  We came with 
families, spouses, friends or we came alone.  We came 
hoping to see and greet friends, to share a moment with a 
new acquaintance, to pass peace to a neighbor and receive 
peace in return.  We came hoping to find a moment of 
stillness for our souls in the presence of God.   

What is always amazing to me it is that youðwe, sisters and 
brothers gathered at Grace of Fairmontðcome to church.  
We seem to need to be together in the presence of God and 
of one another and we seem to need to respond to His 
amazing grace.  What else can I report, what else should I 
report, that is so important? 

To the faithful sisters and brothers in Christ at Grace, may 
God grant us the desire to continue to be together 
worshipping, discipling, outreaching, fellowshipping and 
serving and may God grant us the ability to see His Spirit 
moving amidst all of the many wondrous and miraculous 
signs that are happening in our midst. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Terry A. Brandt 
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Messages from the Pastoral Staff

2007 Annual Report of Pastor G. Neil Christopherson 

2 Corinthians 3:1-3 ς Are we beginning to 

commend ourselves again? Surely we do not 

need, as some do, letters of recommendation 

to you or from you, do we? You yourselves 

are our letter, written on our  hearts, to be 

known and read by all; and you show that 

you are a letter of Christ, prepared by us, 

written not with ink but with the Spirit of the 

living God, not on tablets of stone but on 

tablets of human hearts  

I sometimes have the feeling that we as a pastoral staff are 

often given far more credit than we deserve for ministry that 

goes on in and through Grace Lutheran Church.  St. Paul 

ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ άƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ 

ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ Christ, written 

with the Spirit of the Living God, written on the tablets of 

ƘǳƳŀƴ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦ  IŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ our ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦέ   

Iƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

work in the lives of those who have been reached and touched 

by the ministry that is carried out in and through our church.  

So much of what we see has taken place not because of us as ς

pastors, but in spite of us.  We need to give glory to God whose 

work continues on and who has been very much present in all 

of our preaching, teaching, witnessing, fellowship, and serving 

in innumerable ways.  I feel very honored and blessed to have 

been a part of this, as small a part as it has been. 

During the past year I have assisted or, in a few cases,  

conducted twenty worship services at Grace, have officiated at 

fifteen funerals, have had about thirty services at nursing 

homes or assisted living homes, have done several hundred 

visits to homes, and have conducted twenty worship services in 

other churches of the area.  In all of these there has been most 

generous assistance given by members of the congregations 

which says to me that what I am doing is but a part of a team 

effort, the team being lay and clergy ministering together.   

Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ Ƨƻȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

opportunity that has been mine in being a part of this ministry.  

LǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΦ   

     

 Pastor Neil 

 

 

2007 Annual Report of Jen Bartholmey, 

 Youth and Family Ministry Director 

 

 ά{ƻ ƛŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΥ  ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƭŘ 

Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΤ ǎŜŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿΦέ  (2 

Corinthians 5:17) 

I heard someone say that a revival was on its way to Southern 

Minnesota.  I smiled, wondering what exactly they had in mind 

ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǊŜǾƛǾŀƭΦΩ  L ƎŜǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ƻŦ 

auditoriums full of thousands of people raising their arms 

declaring that the time has come for change and intentionality, 

for us to alter our misguided ways and look forward to a future 

with new hope.  

wŜǾƛǾŀƭ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ŀŎǘ ƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǾƛǾƛƴƎΣ ǊŜōƛǊǘƘΦέ  .ȅ ǘƘŀǘ 

definition, I would say we are in the midst of a revival at Grace 

already ς one that has been going on for years and does not have 

a foreseeable end.  2007 marked many changes with the youth ς 

We took junior highers to a synod gathering, added worship and 

communion to the confirmation program, took high schoolers on 

a canoe trip to the Boundary Waters, joined with others at 

Christian concerts, took part in a 30 Hour Famine, and this year, 

we kick off a 4-6
th

 grade ministry program.  Beyond the youth, we 

recently took in 60 new members, welcomed new staff, spent a 

Řŀȅ Ψ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΩ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ 

Last Supper drama performed not once, but twice because so 

many attended.  

tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ н /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ ŜŎƘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ς and 

highlight the cycle that comes with continuous revival.  Some 

things must change, even change drastically for us to continue 

moving ahead on our daily walk, both as individuals and as a 

community of faith.  With the cycle of change and renewal comes 

responsibility ς to reach out in faith and test new waters, knowing 

we must often step out of our comfort zones to grow.  We must 

also reach out beyond our doors with our time and talent to those 

around us ς and be constantly aware of the needs that surround 

us daily.   

I have no doubt that our Grace family is up to the challenge.  I 

have seen so many willing people and gracious efforts.  Together, 

we will make 2008 a year full of hope and opportunity!  Thank you 

for the love, encouragement, faith, and most importantly, GRACE 

that you share within and outside of this place ς and may God 

continue to be the HEART of our ministry. 

In the GRIP of GRACE, 

Jen <>< 
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Grace Lutheran Church  

Annual Meeting Minutes 

  Sunday, January 21, 2007 
 

Call to Order:  Barry Hilgendorf, President 

 

Devotions:  Pastor Terry Brandt led devotions based on 

Proverbs 3:5-10. 

 

Review of 2006 Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Mike 

Katzenmeyer to approve minutes as written. Second by 

Donna Torgerson. Motion carried. 

 

Treasurerôs Report: Financial Reports not included in the 

budget are listed on page 14-17 of the Annual Report. 

 

Grace has had a successful year financially in 2006. The 

income for the year was $562,853.23 and the expenses for 

the year were $561,662.62. This gives a profit for the year of 

$1,190.61.  

 

The 2006 budget included a $51,000 challenge budget. 

Thank you to everyone who made meeting the budget 

possible. The budget was based on feedback from the 

congregation. It included the rebuilding of staff and adding 

staff in the areas the congregation felt were important. Youth 

and Family Ministry were given a high priority. It took a 3 

year plan to accomplish it but it all came together in 2006.  

Motion by Gary Schaub to approve the Treasurerôs  Report 

as written. Second by Dan Warren. Motion carried. 

 

Elections: The following ballot was presented. There were 

no new nominations from the floor. Motion by Dan Warren 

to approve ballot as presented. Second by Donna 

Torgerson. Motion carried. 

 

Congregation Council (2 year term): Joe Strukel 

(Discipleship Ministry), Lisa Ellingson (Worship Ministry), 

Randy Krogman (Service Ministry), Cyndi Johnson 

(Discipleship Ministry), Dick Gerhardt (Outreach Ministry). 

 

Auditing Team (1 year term): Allen Struck, Dave Johnson, 

Randy Lubenow 

 

Head Ushers (1 year term): 

     8:30am Service- Robert Miles, Rolland Wagner 

     10:45am Service- Bruce Ehlert, Barry Hilgendorf, Chris 

Nasby 

 

Nominating Team (1 year term): Mary Sue Ringeisen, 

Dennis Madsen, Patti Mathews  

 

2007 Budget: The proposed 2007 budget is $618,000.00. 

This is a 10% increase from 2006. The budget covers the 

increased staffing that is now in place, increased funding to 

the Discipleship Ministry to support programs of Youth and 

Family Ministry, and an increase to cover repairs and 

maintenance of the building since MFWG is over. 

 

Where will the money come from?  

-In the past Grace has always responded to the needs of the 

church.  

-There are still some MFWG pledges coming in but they will 

wrap up shortly. 

-The congregation has the ability to support the proposal. 

-There is excitement about what is going on at Grace. 

 

Question from congregation: Is the property insurance up to 

date for the 2007 budget? 

Yes, the audit committee recommended that the insurance 

be reviewed. It was found that the insurance had automatic 

inflation costs built into it. The facilities were being insured 

for 9 million dollars. Another assessment was done and 

reduced the value of the facilities to 7 million. The liability 

coverage remain the same. That is why the insurance costs 

have decreased since 2005. The Service Team is reviewing 

and seeking new quotes on all of Graceôs insurance needs. 

     Motion by Ernie Nuss to approve the 2007 budget as 

written. Second by Gary Schaub. Motion carried. 

 

Old Business: The tuckpointing did not happen this fall but 

Grace is first on the list for spring 2007. 

 

Closing Comments: Pastor Steve Berkeland encouraged 

the congregation to read the letter from Bishop Hanson 

which is on the back page of the Annual Report and the 

letter from Bishop Usgaard which is on the back table. 

When looking over the last several decades of Annual 

Reports Pastor Steve saw a lot of change and was reminded 

that change is constant. There have been changes in the 

councilôs structure, the building and in staff. The Holy Spirit 

has been leading Grace and there has been faithful 

leadership within the church. Pastor Steve thanked the 

outgoing council members. They include Jim Head, Barry 

Hilgendorf, Marian Johnson, Donna Krahmer, and Beth 

Senf. 

Pastor Steve also stated that change is useless unless we 

put change to use. Grace has had a rich tradition and a 

strong base for missions.  We need to step up to follow 

Godôs call in a stronger way. Pastor Steve closed with 

prayer. 

  

Adjournment: Please contact Barry Hilgendorf or any 

council member with further questions.  Motion made by 

Mike Katzenmeyer to adjourn. Second by Donna Torgerson. 

Motion carried. 
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Statistical Summary ï 2007 
 

Baptisms:  Youth  40 

Confirmations:  Youth  28 

Weddings:  11 

Funerals:  16 

Membership Additions: 

 By Baptisms:  40 

 By Confirmation:  28  

 By Letter of Transfer: 53 

 

Membership Losses: 

 By Death:  16 

 By Letter of Transfer: 2 

 

Grace Lutheran Church Membership: 

 2,438 

 

Saturday Evening Worship Services:  52 

 held in 2007 

Sunday Morning Worship Services:  89 

 held in 2007 

Special Worship Services held in 2007:  28 

(Ash Wednesday, Lent, Maundy Thursday,  

Good Friday, Easter Sunrise,  

Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas Eve) 

 

Average Weekly Attendance:  556 

 (includes Sat evening & Sun morning 

 Services only) 

Saturday Average Attendance:  95 

Sunday Service Average Attendance:   

8:30   188 

10:45 273 

Summer/9:30  302 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2008 Congregation Council Ballot 
 

The terms of the following Congregation Council 

members will expire as of this Annual meeting.  We 

truly appreciate their service to Grace. 

Jaime Bleess, Doug Lyle, Gary Schaub, 

Mary Staley, Donna Torgerson, Dan Warren 

(ending 3 year terms) 

Bruce Cunning, Scott Geerdes, Doug Bents, 

Heather Fox, Scott Drever (ending 2 year 

terms) 

The following Council members will continue serving 

until their terms expire at the Annual Meeting in 2009. 

 Lisa Ellingson, Randy Krogman, Cyndi 

Johnson, Dick Gerhardt 

Ballot ï January 20, 2008 

Congregation Council ï 2 Year Term (vote for 5) 

__________ Jamie Kueker (Fellowship Ministry) 

__________ Pat Witty (Worship Ministry) 

__________ Scott Drever (Outreach Ministry) 

__________                           (Fellowship Ministry) 

__________                           (Service Ministry) 

Congregation Council ï 1Year Term  (vote for 1) 

__________ Karen Toupal (Discipleship Ministry) 

Auditing Team ï 1 Year Term (vote for 3) 

__________ Allen Struck 

__________ Dave Johnson 

__________ Randy Lubenow 

Head Ushers ï 1 Year Term (vote for 4) 

 8:30 

__________ Robert Miles 

__________ Roland Wagner 

 10:45 

__________ Bruce Ehlert 

__________ Barry Hilgendorf 

Nominating Committee - 1 Year Term (vote for 3) 

__________  Marilyn  Holte 

__________ Dennis Madsen 

__________ Charlotte Breitbarth 

Endowment Committee Nominee (to be voted on by 

Council): Ross Hunwardson  
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Council Presidentôs Report 
 

Weôve had another year of progress and excitement at 
Grace. We have welcomed many new members again. All of 
the education programs continue to prosper, adult and youth 
alike. We have made several changes within our employee 
support personnel; we evolved from one of our full time 
positions to two part-time positions, those being a ñWays of 
Graceò editor and a technology assistant. This has already 
proved a more efficient and financially sound step forward. 
With the help from the reinstatement of the Personnel 
Committee, we were able to re-align the job descriptions of 
our other full time positions to better reflect our ministry 
model. 
 
Our biggest project this year was the bell tower repair and 
tuck-pointing of the church exterior. As you know, we 
needed $60,000 to pay for these improvements. As of 12-31-
2007, we reached 69.5% of that goal.  I want you all to 
congratulate yourself for reaching this amount; itôs another 
revelation showing the support of our members who 
embrace the challenges of our church. The next project the 
council is considering is the video technology program; 
already a considerable amount of money has been given for 
this improvement. 
 
The Upward and Outward ministry model that was begun 
three years ago has worked extremely well.  There has been 
a continued involvement by more and more church members 
to serve in ñservantò capacities in each of the ministry teams.  
As the downsizing of the church council has continued the 
efficiencies have multiplied.  More ministry is being done by 
more ñministersò with the support and encouragement from 
the five council teams: Outreach, Fellowship, Service, 
Discipleship and Worship. Our ministry team of Pastor 
Steve, Pastor Terry, Pastor Neil and Jen have guided all of 
us in these new endeavors and challenges.  Their unique 
experience and ability have proven invaluable to all of us 
and their personable style is such a breath of fresh air.  I 
hope that all of you, our GLC members, will recognize and 
thank God for our Pastors and the many blessings they have 
shown us. 
 
Lastly, I thank the outgoing council members;  Jaime Bleess, 
Doug Lyle, Gary Schaub, Mary Staley, Donna Torgerson, 
Bruce Cunning, Scott Geerdes, Doug Bents, Heather Fox 
and Scott Drever.  You have all joined with the challenges 
presented to us and I hope you have enjoyed your council 
experience as much as I have. It has been a pleasure to 
serve with you and our team of Pastors.   
 
I challenge all of you to CELEBRATE the blessings afforded  
to us from being members of Grace Lutheran Church and 
the year ahead. 
 
Respectfully,  
Dan Warren 

 

 Ministry Team Updates 
Discipleship Ministry Team 
The following people served on the Discipleship Ministry 

team during  2007: Jaime Bleess, Cyndi Johnson, Beth Senf, 

Mary Staley, Joe Strukel (resigned), Karen Toupal, Jen 

Bartholmey, Pastor Terry Brandt.  

The purpose of this team is to promote Christian learning for 

all ages of Grace members and to support the ministry of 

Grace. Members of the Discipleship Ministry Team work to: 

 assist "bubblesò or groups within this ministry, 

  help facilitate communication amongst groups,  

 set policy related to Discipleship 

  address  Discipleship needs within Grace.   
 

The bubbles/groups which fall under the Discipleship 

Ministry at this time include: 

Adult Education  which encompasses Half-time, Library 
and Educational Resources, Small Group Bible and Book 
Studies 
2007 has been a productive year, thanks to a dedicated and 

spirit-filled Adult Education Ministry Team. We serve the 

Lord under the following mission statement:  Adult Education 

Ministry strives, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to 

provide spiritual growth and educational opportunities on a 

continuing basis for members and guests of Grace Lutheran 

Church. 

We have had some end-of-year changes in our task force 

structure, as well as some personnel changes. Current 

members are: 

Library & Spiritual Resources Task Force 

Janet Ruth, Chair; Sue Leiding; Jan 

Simon (Associate Member); Sandra 

Syverson (Associate Member) 

Small Group Bible & Book Studies Task Force 

Roger Holtey, Chair; Pam Brolsma; Paul 

Ruen  

Half-Time Task Force 

Loren Dunham,Chair, Dick Gerhardt; 

Shelley Gerhardt; Kristi Brandt 

(Thank you to Dennis Hoefs and Nedra Connelly their 

service this past year.) 

Our programming offerings included or will include the 

following: 

Ongoing 

Half-Time, Menôs and Womenôs Bible Studies; Bi-

Annual Christian Book Sale; free bookmarks in the 

Gathering Area,; Bible Study for Young Parents; 

Lunch on the Word; open chapel for prayer and 

meditation; monthly Womenôs Book Study. 
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Completed in 2007 

1. ñWalk Thru the Old Testamentò ï a large group 
session on 10/6 with 133 registered. 

2. The basics for a childrenôs library in the fellowship 
hall and an adult library in the Laurel Lounge. An 
on-line inventory of books in each library can be 
found on the churchôs website. 

In Planning 

1. ñQuiet Strengthò ï Tony Dungy ï a small group book 
study January 30 to March 5 

2. óWalk Thru the New Testamentò ï a large group 
session for the fall of 2008 
 
Please watch the Ways of Grace, Ministry Minutes 
and our sign boards for details on our programming. 
We pray that the numbers we serve will continue to 
increase! 

May you feel Godôs blessings and strengthen as you 

proceed on your spiritual journey. 

 In Christ, Roger Holtey 

Youth Education which encompasses Power Hour, VBS, 

and TLC 

Another year is drawing to a close and about 180 children 
each week have heard His word every Sunday through the 
voices of about 90 wonderful servants. 
 
We have been fortunate to have April and Joel Teskey join 
the Power Hour Team as this yearôs Power Hour 
Coordinators.  The two of them stepped forward to fill the 
position and have been an appreciated asset to our team. 
 
This year, after much discussion, it was decided to follow 
through with the same format as last year using different 
curriculum. The change from Sunday School to Power Hour 
was a great success so this year we stayed with the name 
Power Hour.  The three age sections remained the same as 
last year also, with ñChildren of the Spiritò for age 3 to 
Kindergarten, ñKids of the Kingdomò for grades 2 ï 6 and 
ñTeens in Christò for grades 7 ï 9.  
 

Prince of Peace, a congregation of Mankato, 
shared their curriculum for the pre-school through 
kindergarten children, so the Children of the Spirit move from 
room to room each Sunday morning and have sessions in 
arts and crafts, music, games and story time. Nicki Kueker 
spent time with Jill Maakestad putting together the 
curriculum for our wee ones of Grace.  Nicki has agreed to 
stay on as the Children of the Spirit Coordinator.  She has 
stayed busy finding servants and organizing the Children of 
the Spiritôs games, crafts and activities for this yearôs Power 
Hour.   

Kids of the Kingdom are enjoying Group 
Publishingôs ñFaithweaverò curriculum.  All of the first through 
sixth grade students meet in the fellowship hall each Sunday 
morning and a team of actors presents a new lesson each 
week through drama or video along with songs.  Following 
the large group gathering, the Kids of the Kingdom break 
into small groups by grade and meet with a guide as the 
guide then begins to ñweaveò the faith into their lives.   

 
Sue Ruen and some wonderful servant actors 

present ñKick Timeò for the first through sixth grades 

following each unit.  The Kids of the Kingdom enjoy this 
energy-packed hour. 

Teens in Christ are using a variety of materials to 
spur discussions regarding their relationship with Christ and 
what it means to be a teenage Christian. 

From January through May, our offering was given 
to the Heifer Project for the purchase of pigs. One pig is 
worth $120.  The children collected over $1,500, which 
purchased about 13 pigs. 
From September through December the children have 
collected $1,914.57 which also will be sent to the Heifer 
Project, but this year we are purchasing rabbits.  A trio of 
rabbits is $20.  To date, we have purchased approximately 
96 rabbits. Since a trio of rabbits is given per family this 
means were have helped out 32 families. 
 
This past summer, Graceôs Vacation Bible School shared 
Godôs word with approximately 200 children through the 
efforts of over 100 servants led by Jennifer Nielsen and Nicki 
Kueker.  Thank you to all who made Avalanche Ranch a 
huge success.   
The third grade students were presented with Bibles signed 
by an adult member of Grace with a special note to that 
student.  Pastors Steve and Terry met with the children and 
their parents following the presentation.  This special project 
allows us to keep our promise made to these children at their 
baptism, that we would share the Word of God with them as 
they grew. 
As a special project, the seventh graders purchased $200 
worth of food for the Salvation Army food shelf and the 
eighth grade class shopped for the Grace Star Tree, 
purchasing about $250 worth of Christmas gifts. 
 
Recently, the sixth grade class assisted by their guide, 
RaôKeeta Pfingsten, had a ñSouper Supper.ò  This special 
mission was a huge success that was loved and appreciated 
by all ï givers and receivers.  
 
We wrapped up the year on December 15

th
 and 16

th
.  The 

presentation of ñLove Came Down at Christmasò presented 
by the primary classes and written and directed by Helen 
Gould, was held on the evening of the 15

th
 after the Saturday 

evening service. We have been ñgrowing outò of the 
fellowship hall over the past few years so this year, with 
much discussion, we went with a new day and time for the 
Primary Christmas program. From what we have heard it 
was an accepted change.  On the 16

th
 the second through 

sixth grade classes presented ñArise! Shine! For Your Light 
Has Come!ò directed by Jennifer Nielsen and Shelly 
Gehardt.    

Thank you to each and every person who has 
shared their gifts and talents with the children of Grace 
through the Power Hour Ministry. 
Those who have served on the team this past year include:  
Pastor Terry Brandt, Donna Rierson, Cyndi Johnson, Joel 
and April Teskey, Nicki Kueker, Patti Mathews, Deb Morris, 
Amy Head, Jen Bartholmey, and Jody Bass. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Youth Ed Ministry Team 
 
Confirmation 

Graceôs Confirmation program is designed to provide 
instruction in the Lutheran faith for those in 7-9 grade.  
Students are confirmed in 10

th
 grade on Reformation Sunday 

in October.  The 2007-08 program includes 96 7-9
th
 grade 

youth, and we confirmed 28 10
th
 graders this past October. 
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The 7-9
th
 graders meet on Wednesday evenings from 6:15-

7:30.  The first 25 minutes the youth spend time worshipping 
together and taking communion together.  The congregation 
is invited to attend this informal worship time led by Jen 
Bartholmey and the praise band.  Then the youth move into 
large group time for around 15 minutes, where they hear a 
presentation about the nightôs topic from either Pastor Terry 
or Pastor Steve.  Finally, they move into small group time 
and take the opportunity to discuss the nightôs topic with their 
peers and a small group leader and learn what the topic 
means to the group.  We have 12 small group leaders, each 
leading a group of between 5 and 8 students in the three 
grades.  On the fourth Wednesday of each month, the youth 
and their small group leaders participate in an activity, 
sometimes with the entire group, on other fourth 
Wednesdays, the youth have a chance to go out into the 
community in their small groups and serve those around 
them by raking, helping at the salvation army, or visiting with 
the residents at the nursing homes.  We also added a parent 
component to some of the fourth Wednesdays this year that 
invites parents to come and learn about concerns that face 
our youth . 
 
During the Lent and Advent seasons, the youth spend time 
worshipping with and meeting with their mentors.  Each 
youth chooses an adult who is a role model to them, and 
they meet together on those Wednesday nights to discuss 
faith matters and learn more about themselves and each 
other.  It is a wonderful thing to see how excited the youth 
get to be with their mentors on those nights, and to see the 
worship center full of our students and mentors worshipping 
and talking together. 
 
The students also have responsibilities outside the 
classroom.  They are required to complete 25 worship 
reflections during the year, complete 5 church servant 
activities in three different areas of the church, complete 10 
hours of service in the community, and attend two fellowship 
events with their small group.  These opportunities give the 
students a chance to think more deeply about what they 
experience during worship and to grow in their faith and as a 
part of their church community. 
 
Youth Ministries  
The youth ministry at Grace is led by Jennifer Bartholmey, 
Youth and Family Ministry director.  The ministry is primarily 
directed at 7-12

th
 grade youth, but a 4-6

th
 grade ministry was 

added at the beginning of the year in 2008.   
 

Youth ministry at Grace takes on many different forms.  On a 
weekly or bi-monthly basis, music Bible studies are offered 
twice a month on Sunday evenings, senior high ministry 
takes place on Wednesday evenings, the youth room is 
open on Wednesdays after school for youth to come and 
hang out, and a 4-6

th
 grade ministry is offered twice a month 

on Saturday mornings.  Each month, other activities are 
offered, both at the church and in other areas.   
 
Our youth have opportunities to attend synod youth 
gatherings, lock-inôs, weekend activities, go caroling, attend 
ski trips, ValleyFair trips, participate in awareness activities 
like a 30 Hour famine, mission weekends, and the Souper 
Bowl of Caring, and even attend a summer trip during their 
senior high years.  There are also family activities offered at 
different times during the year that encourage families to 
attend an event together.   One of the biggest ongoing 
activities this past year was the murals that have been 
started in the Power hour classrooms on the lower level.  
The youth spent many hours helping make our rooms more 
inviting! 
 
Our youth are also leaders in the church, teaching Power 
Hour classes and helping out with Vacation Bible School by 
preparing for the summer, leading groups of youth, or 
leading different stations each day.  They spend time doing 
service work, particularly during the holiday season by 
helping with gift wrapping, picking up food for the Salvation 
Army during their Red Bag Pickup, and ringing the Salvation 
Army Bells.  
 
Another component that the youth ministry cannot run 
without is support from parents and other volunteers ï they 
help in various capacities from chaperoning trips to providing 
crowd control at activities to helping with preparations for the 
activities that go on ï not to mention supporting their youth 
on a daily basis.   
 
Feel free to stop by if you ever have any questions about the 
youth ministry, or want to find out how you or your youth can 
get involved!  Check out the bulletin boards outside my 
office, take a peek through a youth newsletter, or just chat 
with me or one of our youth! 
 
Peace, 
Jen Bartholmey <>< 

 

Fellowship Ministry  
Winter, Spring, Summer, and Fall!  The Fellowship ministry 
is active in them all!  Were you able to enjoy a Fellowship 
event this year? 
 
During the Winter, we celebrated our 3rd annual Christmas 
Potluck, which took place on December 2nd.  There were 80 
people in attendance.  Everyone enjoyed the Christmas 
Story and the children's story read by Donna Torgerson.  
The night was filled with fellowship, good food, and 
Christmas carols! 
 
In the Spring, we served 300 people at the Easter Breakfast.  
The money raised at the Easter Breakfast helps our kids of 
Grace attend summer camps. 
 
Our Summer potluck following the Sylvania park service was 
a big hit!  We served 150 buffalo barbecues which were 
donated by Gary and Linda Nielsen. 

There also were games for the kids and adults arranged by 
Jen. 
 
And finally, our ongoing ministry that runs from Fall to Spring 
is Open Door.  "Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in 
and eat with him, and he with me." 
 
Revelations 3:20.  Join us for an Open Door meal, served 
from September to May on Wednesday nights from 5:00-
6:15!  Kay Schellpepper is coordinating this ministry and is 
always looking for a helping hand in the kitchen, or someone 
to provide desserts.  The meals have been great and so has 
the turn out!  During the 2006-07 season, we served 5500 
meals, with an average of 
175 meals per week. 
 
Other highlights from the Fellowship Team in 2007 include: 
- Dinner Party for 7 
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- Confirmation Recognition meal 
- Service of Sending 
- Spiritual Gifts fair 
- Pumpkin pie following the Thanksgiving Eve Service 
- Funeral Services 
- Keenagers 
- Nursery 
 
We are grateful for the experience of serving on the Council 
and as part of the Fellowship Team.  A special thank you to 
our team members, Sherry Johnson, Judy Wille, Robert 
Sutton, and Kay Schellpepper and also to everyone who has 
participated in the Fellowship events in 2007! 
 
Submitted by Heather Fox and Scott Geerdes, Fellowship 
representatives. 

 

Grace Lutheran Keenagers 2007 

Grace Keenagers met in January to December in 2007. We 

had many interesting  programs.  

Joy Roggow and Buck Newsome shared a music program 

with us.  

Karen and Allen Struck brought their new dog they were 

training and told us about Tessa who is now in Spain. 

In November we put tags on mittens, hats and scarves that 

were sent to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. In July and 

December we enjoyed wonderful food with our Pot Lucks 

and in December Sandy Krumholz provided music for us. 

Bingo is still one of our favorite programs. 

Officers in 2007 were:  
Co-Chairman    Joyce Schmidt 
Co-Chairman  Jan Simon 
Secretary  Sig Halvorson 
Treasurer  Ethel Omvig 
 
Our callers in 2007 were: 
Luella Fisher 
Bea Hanson 
Vivian Heideman 
 

Outreach Ministry Team 

ñBut you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you shall be my witness in Jerusalem and in 

all Judea and Samaria to the end of the earth.ò Acts 1:8 

Outreach is an effort that has no limits and sees no end! 

Each and every Christian is needed to receive the Holy Spirit 

and spread it in countless ways ñto the end of earth.ò 

The Outreach Team at Grace Lutheran uses numerous 

servants in numerous ways to spread the Spirit of Christ 

locally, nationally, and worldwide. Some examples include 

the Grace float in local parades, welcoming new members to 

our congregation, the service of the ladiesô circles, Food 

Shelf and People Helping People with the Salvation Army, 

Prayer Shawls and Prayer Chain, sharing the love of God 

with Elmore Academy, Habitat for Humanity, involving youth 

in Outreach, the Star Tree at Christmastime, Visitation, and 

the wonderful efforts for Graceôs Mission Ministry. 

The above ministries are just a few areas where we serve. 

Our goal is to support other ministries and we would like to 

hear from our congregation members to see an area our 

church can serve. We would welcome new members to join 

us and assist in our congregationôs mission to ñreach outò 

and share Godôs love with others. There are many areas in 

which to serve. Please notify of us if you are interested in 

joining our team.  

The Outreach Ministry Team 

Council Representatives Scott Drever (chair), Donna 

Torgerson, Dick Gerhardt, Pastor Terry Brandt (advisor), Jen 

Bartholmey, Marian Johnson, Dianne Fisher, Dennis 

Madsen, Carol Tvedten, Dorothy Osland, Chris and Linda 

Brand, Shelly Senf, Jan Nielsen, Luann Armitage 

Mission Ministry Report 2007 

 ñ I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in 

me and I in him, will bear much fruit, for you can do nothing 

without me.ò   John 15:5 

It is with much gratitude to everyone who helped in 

supporting our outreach mission efforts throughout the year, 

that this report is written. With very generous gifts, we were 

once again able to meet our proposed budget of $26,700, 

and therefore fully fund the seventeen areas of Mission we 

support. A full report is listed in the attached financial 

statement, where you will see our support of five Missionary 

families, four local groups, along with several national and 

international areas of need in our world. 

In working to meet our financial goals, we held five major 

fundraising projects, including the Phantom Tea, Spring 

Salad Luncheon/Silent Auction, Apple Pie Bake, Rummage 

Sale, and our Christmas Tree and Wreath sales. To do all of 

this takes lots of help from willing workers; and once again, 

there were many, many who served.  Thank you!!                         

Our group is responsible for recommending to the Council 

the disbursement of MFWG Mission monies. These funds 

are separate from the Mission Ministry budget, and prior to 

disbursing, full Council approval is received. There will be a 

full listing of recipients in the attached TreasurerŹ s report. 

This will be the final year these extra Mission funds will be 

available for disbursement. 

Our group meets at 8 a.m. on the 1st Saturday of the month 

in the Laurel Lounge, and we always welcome new 

members. We seek to follow the teaching of our Lord by 

serving as his branches, as we work to provide hope for the 

hopeless, food for the hungry and help for those in need. 

Members include: Joyce Rosenberg &  Pat Heidmann, Co-

Chairs; 
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PastorTerry Brandt, Advisor, Scott Drever, Linda Finnestad, 

Fred Heidmann, Keith & Karen Hertzke, Todd Matthews, 

Carol Nasby, Neil & Alice Nickerson,  Joyce Schmidt, Ross 

Sheppard, Arnold & Sharon Swenson,  Joan Syverson,  Joel 

Teskey, Wayne & Donna Torgerson, Treasurer.  

Submitted by Joyce Rosenberg 

Worship Ministry Team  

The mission of the worship ministry at Grace is to create a 
worshipful experience for each person attending our 
services. 
 
W ord of the Lord taught to us through sermons and 
messages 
O rganists, pianists, singers, and musicians who provide 
music  
R eading of the scriptures from the Bible by the lectors and 
pastors 
S piritual lives enhanced through each season of the church 
year 
H onoring our Lord in worship 
I nspirational services made possible with greeters, acolytes, 
altar guild,  Communion servers, video/sound crew, and 
ushers 
P raise to the Lord! 
 
Special events of 2007: the purchase and use of the new 
ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Worship) as a hymnal and book 
for worship, the Last Supper Drama presented on Maundy 
Thursday at the Opera House, the Good Friday Cantata 
done by the choirs, Worship in the Park in August with a 
potluck and games, Confirmation studentsô weekly worship 
services on Wednesday nights, Service Fair, usher 
appreciation, an In-Gathering to collect food at Thanksgiving, 
new banners, continued discussion of using a video 
projection system, Christmas Eve services with a new 
tradition of cradle rocking. 
 
Max Lucado states: Worship is realizing that what you have 
been given is greater than what you can give. 
 
Council Representatives: Lisa Ellingson, Bruce Cunning, 
Doug Lyle, and Dale Shaw. 
Pastor Steve Berkeland, Judy Berkeland, Neal Becker, 
Sandy Ettesvold, Matt Gerhardt, Steve Hawkins, Tina 
Hilgendorf. Cliff Janke, Sandra Krumholz, Carol Madsen, 
Roger Moeller, Carol Nasby, Marilyn Nielsen, Kris Tillotson, 

Sherry Truman. 

Service Ministry Team 

1. Tuck Pointing and Bell Tower Contract awarded 
and work in the spring of ô07. 

2. Spring Church grounds clean-up was done on Sat. 
June 9

th
 with help from Boy Scout Troop. 

3. Fixed the problem with the new concrete slabs, 
which frost heaved, making it impossible to open 
the doors on the West side of the Fellowship Hall. 

4. Promoted ñSimple Givingò as a means thru 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans as a way to 

provide steady income throughout the year using 
automatic bank withdrawals. 

5. Fixed the temperature problem during church 
services. 

6. Repairs were made by volunteers to the ceiling in 
the Custodian closet, book holders in the Chapel. 

7. Gave Temple Talks going keeping the 
congregation on the project financial needs. 

8. Added the Boy Scout Bubble to the Service Team 
9. Fixed the leaking roof adjacent to the roof gutters. 
10. Authorized the Personnel Committee to hire a 

Technology and Resource worker. 
11. Worked on the Annual Budget for 2008. 
12. Worked with the Worship Team in determining 

ways to fund the proposed new Projection Screen 
project. 

 

Endowment Committee 

Thursday, Sept. 20, 2007 and Thursday, Oct. 4, 2007 

Members present: Helen Rode, Kevin Pfingsten, Ross 

Wohlhuter, Pastor Steve Berkeland, Jane Reiman 

The Endowment Committee met twice to discuss the 2007 

distribution of the interest from the Endowment Fund that is 

held by the Minnesota Foundation. There was $1240.20 held 

over from the 2006 disbursement and $5945.60 available for 

2007 for a total of $7185.80. 

It was moved by Ross, seconded by Helen and carried to 

disburse the total funds as follows: 

$2395.27 ï GLC Missions Committee 

$2395.27 ï Projection Technology Program 

$2395.26 ï Youth Room Upgrades 

The Endowment Committee recommends that the 

Committee size stay the same as stated in the guidelines ï 

consisting of not less than five (5) voting members ï 

Administrative Pastor, the Vice President of the Church 

Council and three (3) appointed voting members of Grace 

Lutheran Church. 

The Endowment Committee also recommends that the 

committee meet at least once a year instead of the four (4) 

times as called out in the guidelines. Additional meetings can 

be called if necessary. 

Helen Rode has completed here term and the Committee 

thanked her for her years of service. 

Meeting adjournjed. 

Minutes taken by Jane Reiman 

 

 

 



13 
 

2007 Report of the 

Southeastern Minnesota 

Synod, ELCA  

Each of our 184 congregations has been called to 
faithfulness and servanthood. But as a synod, we dare to 
believe that God can touch even more lives. In the year 
2007, together we: 

 Hosted a summit for 29 congregations in 
partnership with congregations in the Central 
Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania and 13 congregations with partnerships 
in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia 

 Supported 34 candidates from our synod studying 
at seminaries and welcomed 9 new candidates 
into seminary training 

 Sent mission gifts of over $80,000 to Tanzania 
and almost $40,000 to Colombia 

 Gathered $150,000 for flood relief in Southeastern 
Minnesota 

 Ordained 7 new pastors  

 Raised almost $150,000 from 60 of our 
congregations for ELCA missionaries around the 
world 

 Gathered 200 synod pastors and associates in 
ministry for a theological conference 

 Supported 54 Congregations in the midst of 
pastoral staff change 

 Gifted Luther Seminary over $100,000 

 Welcomed 300 church council leaders from our 
congregations for an afternoon of training and 
sharing 

 Provided over $125,000 for Lutheran Campus 
Ministry in Minnesota 

 Trained 7 pastors and lay leaders in Natural 
Church Development 

 Offered over $40,000 to a variety of ministry 
partners: church colleges; Minnesota Council of 
Churches; Lutheran Coalition for Public Policy in 
Minnesota; Christ Through Hands Ministry for the 
Deaf and Blind in Faribault 

 With 600 congregational voting members in synod 
assembly, committed to a synod-wide ministry 
strategy for children, youth, and family ministries; 
congregational support for seminary students; a 
focus on poverty and hunger in the coming year; 
and funding for mission congregations in our 
synod 

 Awarded: 3 scholarships of almost $3,500 apiece 
for seminary education; the Wacholtz Rural 
Scholarship of $1,500; 3 awards from the synod 
endowment fund of $1,500 a piece toward 
education debt retirement for new pastors 

 Sent 27 voting members to the 2007 ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly, including, for the first time, 
a youth and a young adult  

 Offered gifts of over $1,160,000 to the ministries of 
the churchwide ELCA 

And how much more we have done together in this holy 
calling. Thank you for your support, for your partnership, in 
2007. I do believe the mission of our Lord is enhanced as we 
work together. 

Shalom, 

Bishop Harold Usgaard 

2007 Report of the ELCA 

Tell the story. 

We spread the good news of Jesus Christ in many ways. We 

share stories of what God is doing in thousands of lives 

through our giving ï locally, regionally, and globally. When 

we work together as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, we are doing Godôs work in ways that no single 

individual, or any of the more than 10,000 congregations or 

65 synods can do alone. Share your time, talents, and 

possessions generously and pray that God will inspire others 

to join in. It is Godsô work. Our hands.  

Thanks for your Offering!  

Mission support is the money you place in the offering plate 

that is shared with your synod and the churchwide 

organization for ELCA ministries beyond your congregation. 

Your mission dollars support the whole church, providing 

more than 80 percent of the resources that are used to fund 

vital ELCA ministries. Mission support provides the staff, 

networkds, and relationships that enable the ELCA to carry 

out Godôs work in this country and throughout the world.  

ñHow are my mission support dollars used?ò 

 25 new congregations started in 2006 

 172 congregations under development 

 150 existing congregations intentionally focused 

on outreach, for which funds or services are being 

provided by the churchwide budget. 

 264 missionaries in 48 countries 

 Support ministry and project in over 90 countries 

 Social ministry organizations serving 1 out of 50 

people in the4 United States and the Caribbean 

every year. 

 Eight seminaries 

 28 colleges and universities 

 185 campus ministries 

 1500 Lutheran Early Childhood Education 

Centers, includes birth to age 5 

 300 Lutheran Elementary Schools, K-8 

 14 Lutheran High Schools 

 145 Camps and Retreat Centers 

 Health and pension benefits for retired clergy, 

missionaries and lay church workers.  

 Long-term community development 

 Advocacy with the United Nations, federal and 

state government, and corporate development 
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 Lutheran World Federation, World Council of 

Churches, and National Council of Churches in 

Christ.  

And much more in addition to all that you and your 

sister congregations support in local outreach for the 

world 

Thanks be to God 

A message from the Bishop 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Thank you for supporting the mission and ministry of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Through 

your giving you are saying YES to Godôs work in the 

world. 

The ELCA ï including more than 10,000 congregations, 

65 synods, and the churchwide organization ï is a 

church that is on the move.  

We, the members of  this church, are the hands and 

feet of God.  

 When we share a meal with those living in 

poverty in rural North Dakota 

 When we rebuild homes and lives in the Gulf 

Coast 

 When we provide free training for nurseôs 

aides in Denver 

These hand-on, local ministries are examples of the 

work that congregations carry out across the ELCA. On 

average, 91 percent of your offering fund direct 

ministries in and around your congregation.  

Godôs work. Our hands. 

The mission support dollars that you share with the 

synod and churchwide organization make vital ministry 

and mission possible. Mission support provides the 

staff, networks, and relationships that enable the ELCA 

to carry out Godôs work in this country and throughout 

the world: 

 So that women in Yeumbeul, Senegal, learn 

how to read and write 

 So that families in Lima, Peru, receive the 

food they need 

 So that villagers in Morogoro, Tanzania, can 

dig new wells for drinking water 

Even in difficult times, we remember the abundance 

God has so freely shared with us. ñAnd God is able to 

provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that 

by always having enough of everything, you may share 

abundantly in every good work.ò (2 Corinthians 9:8) 

Thereôs more than enough good work to be done ï 

people to feed, homes to be built, faith to be nurtured, 

and lives to be transformed. And God has entrusted this 

work to our hands ï our human hands. What a gift, and 

what an opportunity! 

Thanks be to God!  

Mark S. Hanson 

Presiding Bishop  
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